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Abstract:  
Accept or Decline? Some teachers encourage 
their students to befriend them on social 
networking sites (SNS), others are 
understandably wary. SNS can be a very 
effective way of connecting with students 
outside the classroom, engaging their real 
lives and identities. It can also create 
opportunities for authentic and motivating 
communication, not just between classmates 
but also a web of connections with other 
learners and speakers around the globe. It 

could also be an ethical minefield, a social 
‘can of worms’ and a web of disaster. When 
people interact in different social contexts, 
they utilise Transportable Identities (see 
Ushioda, 2011 for explanation). In this 
presentation I will draw on both published 
research and personal experience to reflect 
on the place of these types of Web 2.0 
technology and the inevitable consequences 
they pose.  

 

Transportable Identities (Zimmerman, 1998) 
• Situated identities, which are explicitly conferred by the context of communication, such as 

doctor/patient identities in the context of a health clinic or teacher/student identities in the 

context of a classroom; 

• Discourse identities, as participants orient themselves to particular discourse roles in the 

unfolding organization of the interaction (e.g. initiator, listener and questioner); 

• Transportable identities, which are latent or implicit but can be invoked during the 

interaction, such as when a teacher alludes to her identity as a mother or as a keen gardener 

during a language lesson. (Richards, 2006; Ushioda, 2011) 
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