The Weather

A) Speaking

Look at the following groups or pairs of words and discuss what the difference is between them:

• snow, sleet and hail

• a storm and a blizzard

• a breeze, a gale and a hurricane

• flooding and droughts

• mist and fog

• a shower and sunny spells

• rain and humidity

• a hurricane and a tornado

B) Collocations

It is useful to know which adjectives collocate strongly with which nouns. For example, we don’t say “strong rain”, but “heavy rain”. Can you match an adjective below in column A to a noun in column B so that they form strong collocations? In some cases there will be more than one possibility. Use a monolingual dictionary to help you.

	A
	B

	torrential
	gales

	
	

	flash
	humidity

	
	

	severe
	spells

	
	

	dense
	weather conditions

	
	

	sunny
	rain

	
	

	freak
	storms

	
	

	violent
	floods

	
	

	high
	fog


C) Pre-reading discussion
Discuss the following questions with a partner.

1. In what ways can we predict the weather?

2. There are many sayings in English about the weather. For example: Red sky at night, shepherd’s delight; red sky in the morning, shepherd’s warning.

What do you think this saying means? Are there any similar sayings in your own language? Can you translate them into English and say what they mean?

3. Do you think the weather can influence our moods? If so, in what way?

4. Do you think the weather can influence the personalities of people living in different countries or regions? If so, in what way?
D) Read the article at this web address, http://www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-magazine-weather.htm, and answer the following questions with a partner.

1. According to scientific studies, what effects can the weather have on people?

2. What causes changes in the weather in the British Isles?

3. According to some researchers, what effect has human activity in Europe and North America had on Africa?

4. How can pine cones and seaweed help us predict the weather?

5. How reliable is technology in predicting the weather?

6. What did a recent study by an Australian psychologist suggest?

7. What’s the connection between weather and disease?

8. What are storm chasers?
Now you can try the online comprehension quiz, click the link “Comprehension Exercise” at the top of the article.
E) Post Reading Discussion and task

1) Had you heard of any of the ideas in the article before?

2) Are there any parts of the article that you agree or disagree with? Why?

3) Have you ever experienced extreme weather conditions? Where were you and what was it like?

Task

Search the net for any stories about extreme weather conditions and report back to the class. You can find useful links here: www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglish-central-themes-weather.htm
